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The French Revolution
Central Question:
→ Did the French Revolution truly reflect “enlightened” ideals or were they simply used

by the leaders of the movement to gain further power?

Context:
→ 1789 to 1799 AD
→ A study of the causes, developments, and legacies of the French Revolution.
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THEMATIC ACTIVITIES PACKAGE
Throughout the week you will be evaluating different resources relating to this topic
and time frame. Use what you have learned from those resources to complete this
critical thinking thematic package.
After following along with the lecture,
complete each of the reflection exercises.

Lecture Reflection

1. Evaluate the central issues of the lecture along with concepts that work together, opposing forces, and prominent cultural values of the time.

Central and Connecting Issues

Concepts that Work Together

Explanation:

Explanation:

The lecture revolves around the French
Revolution, the causes (Absolutism and
the Enlightenment) that led to the
Revolution, and the different phases.

Absolutism and the abuse of power by
various French monarchs led to the
desire for change. The Enlightenment
promoted ideas (reason, democracy, and
liberalism) for the betterment of society.
This led to the Revolution itself.
Ironically, the chaos that ensued
eventually led back to authoritarian rule
under Napoleon.

Opposing Forces

Prominent Cultural Values

Explanation:

Explanation:

Traditional monarchy (Absolutism) vs.
Enlightened ideals. The monarchs want
to hold on to the traditional way of
government while those leading the
movement want individual freedoms and
the right to be involved in decision
making.

- Absolutism, tradition, conservatism,
power of the Catholic Church. Classes of
society.
- Liberalism, democracy, individual
freedom, freedom of religion, equality,
- "Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity
(Brotherhood)"
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Change and Continuity

Evaluate examples of change and continuity from this
historical time period and complete the tasks below.

1. What are examples of change and continuity (good or bad) during this time frame? Identify several areas for each and provide supporting evidence.
The monarchy was overthrown
and a "democracy" was installed
in its place.

The French Revolution would
give rise to Napoleon eventually
which would massively change
the power balance in Europe.

Residential

Power Balance in
Europe

Power
of Church in
Assimilation
France

French Government

Change
Continuity
Wards of the
Traditional
State

League of

Colonization
Indians

Monarchies

Frederick

During this time, European
nations continued to control their
colonies around the world.

French-British
Loft
Rivalry

The Roman Catholic Church
would be overthrown in
France and many clergy
were persecuted. They
would never again have
significant power within
France.
Monarchs in Prussia, Austria,
and Russia would continue
to hold on to their power
despite the upheaval in
France.

This historic rivalry would
continue as always. Not until
later in the 1800s would they
become allies.

2. Are there any examples of “transformational” change? Change that drastically altered Western
Civilization, other regions of the world, or the way in which people lived their lives?

The French Revolution was indeed transformational to France, Europe, and the world!
Here are some points students may include in their response:
- The French Revolution gave hope to peoples of other nations that they could also
determine their own future by overthrowing their ruler. In Spain, the absolute monarch
would be overthrown, and by 1848 revolutions/uprisings popped up across Europe albeit
more so for nationalism than liberalism.
- One of the most defining attributes of the West is democracy (fused with liberalism). The
French Revolution was the start of this change even though it was far from perfect.
- The Revolution gave rise to Napoleon who would have a signficant impact across
Europe.

May Not Be Redistributed Without Permission

3

World History and the West

THEMATIC ACTIVITIES PACKAGE
Authentic, Cultural, or Political Christianity
prominent
from this
- The French
Revolution very much sought toIdentify
overthrow
the powerthemes
of the Church
andweek’s
exact revenge
Themes
andangle.
support
with
relevant
on the clergy of the church, so this topic has a topic
different
Those
who
led theevidence.
Revolution generally
rejected Christianity quite strongly.
1. A variety of prominent themes can be derived from the topics you have studied this week.
A few thoughts
consider:
What is atotheme?
- Robespierre
actually
attempted
to create
a new
of theor
Supreme
Being,"
Definition:
A theme
is a central
topic
thatreligion
can be called,
derived"The
fromCult
an event
development.
because he recognized people needed something believe in.
Your
Task: calendar was replaced to remove any association with Christianity.
- The
Christian
- This aversion to Christianity is in large part due to the "political Christianity" that dominated France
→ You
will be completing
a thematic
evidence
chart
based
on significant
the topics we
haveas
covered
preceeding
the Revolution.
The Church
owned
vast lands,
clergy
held
powers
a part of
this
week.
the First Estate (including limited taxation), and people were tired of being controlled by the Church.
→ Review the example of a thematic chart below.
This inauthentic
version of Christianity fueled great anger which culminated during the Revolution.
→ Next, based on what you have learned this week, complete an evidence chart.
- Following the Revolution, Napoleon sought to heal the relationship in France between the Church
and the state with clear boundaries. This
wasOriginal
very much
a political
The
Colonies
wasarrangement
a time of... focused on balancing
out power.
Themes are exceptionally clear, concise, accurate and
comprehensive.

Very convincing
evidence is provided to support central themes. Evidence is specific,
not general.

Theme 1:

Theme 2:

Theme 3:

Exploration and
Settlement

Extreme Hardship

Horrible
Exploitation

Evidence #1

Evidence #2

Evidence #1

Evidence #2

Evidence #1

Evidence #2

Amerigo Vespucci realized
NA was a new
continent and
not Asia.

Sir Walter Raleigh attempted
a settlement at
Roanoke Island
in 1787. It failed.

Over 60% of
Jamestown
settlers died
from disease or
conflict with
Natives.

The Pilgrims
nearly faced a
winter of starvation after 1620,
but were aided
by local Natives.

The first slave
ship arrived in
Virginia in 1619.
The start of a
horrible institution that would
exist for centu-

Indentured servants had to work
for 5—7 years for
the land owner to
pay off their
passage.

2. Using what you have learned from this week, complete the thematic evidence chart below:
Topic: “The French Revolution” was a time of...

Evidence #1

The French
monarch was
overthrown
and hundreds
of years in
power.

Theme 1:

Theme 2:

Theme 3:

Incredible
Change

Extreme
Violence

Controversial
Legacies

Evidence #2

Evidence #1

Evidence #2

Each phase of
During the
Thousands
the Revolution
Radical
also died in
brought with it
Phase, 40,000
the wars
massive
were
between
change,
executed.
France and
especially
neighbouring
during the
countries.
Radical
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Evidence #1

The Radical
Phase was
contradictory
to democracy
and reached
anarchy.

Evidence #2

Out of the
French
Revolution
rose Napoleon
who would
himself have
controversial
legacies.
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Use the space provided below to evaluate
the central question of the week.

Central Question

Did the French Revolution truly reflect "enlightened" ideals or were they simply
used by the leaders of the movement to gain further power?
1. Consider the different positions that could be formed in response to this question in the table
provided.

Position #1

Position #2

Explanation: French Revolution Reflected
Enlightened Ideals.

Explanation: Leaders of the Movement Used these
Ideals to Further their own Power.

Evidence:

Evidence:

→ The Declaration of the Rights of Man indeed
reflected Enlightened ideals of freedom.

→ The initial "Tennis Court Oath" and the
establishment of the National Assembly.

→ The Ancient Regime was replaced with equal
representation.

→ Robespierre initially rejected violence, but then saw
it as a means to accomplish desired changes.

→ The Radical Phase reflected nothing of Enlightened
Ideals.

→ Napoleon would later promote these ideals, but
consolidate power around himself.

2. In persuasive paragraph format, share your own position on the “central question.”

Again, there will be a diversity of perspectives on this question. The general historic answer is
that the French Revolution was based on Enlightened Ideals, however, one can see that there
were obvious contradictions as the Revolution developed and evolved. Some thoughts to
consider:
- The French were motivated for change by hearing that life could be better under Enlightened
Ideals. However, how the Revolution developed is different than the initial motivations.
- The Revolution reflected more about the capacity of the human heart than these ideals.
- Robespierre and the "Reign of Terror" doesn't fit with the individual freedom and limits on
government power that the Enlightenment promoted.
- However, as mentioned above, the establishment of a constitution and a parliament are based
on the Enlightenment.
- Students may come up with additional perspectives. Ensure that they have specific evidence
to support their position.

May Not Be Redistributed Without Permission

5

