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I N V E S T I G A T I V E  R E P O R T :  T H E  W I L D  W E S T  

A M E R I C A N  H I S T O R Y  
Unit:          Date: 

The Wild West conjures up images of gunslinging battles and manhunts through the 
wilds.  Was this reality? Did these men actually live life on the edge or has their leg-
acy been exaggerated over time?  This investigation will allow you to find the truth! 
            

                      Your Task: 
 
→ You will research a famous individual from the era of the Wild West and compile a report to be 

shared with your classmates.  
 

Choose one of the individuals below and investigate: 

Outlaws Butch Cassidy Virgil Earp 

Jesse James The Sundance Kid Wyatt Earp 

“Wild” Bill Hickok Lawmen The Pinkertons 

Bill “the Kid” Pat Garrett  

Cole Younger Doc Holliday  

Note:  If you have other significant individuals in mind, please talk with your teacher.  

From the list below select 
 one individual to investigate.  Important Individuals 

Read the list of expectations closely 
 before beginning your research.   Report Expectations 

You are required to produce an attractive one 
page (two side) report on your selected individual.   
 
→ Your report must include the following:   

 Multiple pictures 
 Basic biographical information  
 Interesting facts 
 A chronology of the key developments in 

their life 
 Famous quote from the individual 

→ In addition, you must report on the lasting lega-
cy of your individual.   

 Why are they remembered in history?   
 Has their legacy been re-written over-

time to make them into something they 
were not?   

→ Be sure to include a works cited containing two 
secondary sources and one primary source.   
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Suggestion:  
 

Use “canva.com” to  
design your report!  

Sample 
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Grading Rubric 

Knowledge Is the info use accurate, interesting 
and in-depth? 

/10 

Visuals Is the report attractive and clearly or-
ganized for the viewer? 

/10 

Depth of 
Thought 

Do the responses to the questions 
show depth of thought?  

/10 

Final Level   /30 

Interesting Facts... Flow Chart of Individual’s Life 

   

   

   

   

   

Please use the guide below to organize your research. Research 

About... 

Date of Birth... 

From... 

Relationship... 

Employment... 

Lived in... 

Response Questions 

 


